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Context

• The Centre was relaunched in August 2023 at the 
Llŷn ac Eifionydd National Eisteddfod.

• Speakers included: Modlen Lynch, Kristoffer Hughes 
and Hanan Issa.

• The objective of the National Centre of Religious 
Education for Wales (NCREW) is to promote study, 
knowledge and awareness of the variety of religious 
traditions, values and philosophical traditions that 
exist in Wales and the wider world. 



Work over the past year

• A-level Study Sessions: An internal A-level study 
session was organised for Anglesey and Gwynedd 
students, and sessions for Carmarthenshire 
students at Coleg Sir Gâr.

• On-line Study Sessions: Two weeks of A-level 
study sessions were held on-line, encompassing 
24 sessions on Philosophy, Ethics and Buddhism.



Work over the past year

• CPD Training: CPD training was provided for teachers 
on the teaching of Buddhism and Hinduism.

• On-line Sessions: On-line sessions were held from 
October to January for GCSE and A-level students and 
teachers, exploring the relevance of Philosophy, Ethics 
and Religion in modern society.

• Summer School: An on-line summer school was held 
in July with 15 lectures to introduce students to 
university-level topics in philosophy, ethics, and religion.



Work over the past year

• Holocaust Pedagogy: Held a panel on Holocaust 
pedagogy and organised an on-line talk by a 
Holocaust survivor for secondary schools.

• Special conversations: Nerys Siddall (Mary 
Jones) and Hanan Issa (National Poet Laureate).



Work over the past year

• Educational Resources: Peace in our Education.
• Artefact Boxes: Created 10 religion-specific 

artefacts boxes for teaching the world's major 
religions, available on loan to schools.

















Research Project

• Research Project: Undertook a nine-month 
research project on RVE teaching provision across 
Wales.

• Important points and some concerning aspects 
were found.



Research Project
• Systematic Challenges in RVE: Uncertainty regarding 'mandatory'.
• Lack of Legal Compliance?
• Resource Constraints: There is one official RVE textbook – in English, with no 

Welsh-medium equivalent. However, it has not received the seal of approval from 
the WJEC or the Welsh Government.

• Difference in Time Allocation.
• 65% of schools taught RVE as part of the mixed Humanities curriculum, often with 

unequal time and attention compared to subjects such as History and Geography.
• Teacher Confidence and Training: A lack of training and professional development 

opportunities impedes teachers' confidence and competence in delivering effective 
RVE lessons.



Research Project

• Assessment Challenges: Ambiguity about RVE progression 
and assessment methods has left educators searching for 
clearer guidelines and cross-curricular strategies.

• Positive Effects of RVE: Despite challenges, some schools 
report that transitioning from RE to RVE has improved student 
culture and teaching environments.

• Staffing Matters: Many schools do not have RVE specialists, 
and teachers are often required to teach multiple subjects, 
affecting the consistency and quality of RVE delivery.



Current Projects and 
Opportunities
• Working with Conwy and Swansea SACRE to 

deliver evening sessions on various aspects of 
RVE.

• Responding to requests from the RVE advisers / 
teachers.



Current Projects and 
Opportunities
• Teacher Mentorship: In February 2025, we will launch a free 

mentoring programme for teachers who will have to teach 
Religious Studies at GCSE level but are not trained in 
RS/RE/RVE.

• A 15-month plan of support, specialist and supportive 
sessions.

• Application deadline: April 2025.
• Start of the plan: September 2025.



Current Projects and 
Opportunities
• A-level and AS Level Study Sessions during 

Easter.
• Fields: Buddhism, Philosophy, Ethics and 

Christianity.



RVE Research

• Continue with the research that started in 2023 and 
was published as a report in April 2024.

• Second phase: interviews with completely 
anonymous teachers.

• Feedback to the Government.



Do get in touch

• To visit schools / provide study / training sessions.
• Share resources.
• Refer to relevant organisations / places.



Do get in touch

• E-mail: ncrew@bangor.ac.uk
• Dr Gareth Evans-Jones: g.evans-

jones@bangor.ac.uk 
• Instagram: @ncrewales
• LinkedIn: National Centre of Religious Education 

for Wales

• NCREW website – on Bangor University's website.



Thank 
you for 
listening!


